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Olympic Regatta – Competition Format 
[Inclusion of Match Racing] 

A submission from the Royal Netherlands Yachting Union 

PROPOSAL: 
Match racing should be included in the Olympic Programme the next possible time as 
follows:  
Only six or eight teams can enter the Olympic Games, they are selected from the finals 
of the ISAF Nations Cup.  The Match Race Programme at the Olympic Games will be 
established so as that competitors racing other sailing disciplines, can also enter the 
Match Racing.  The race will take place each evening between 18.00 and 20.00 hours 
and will be a best of five knock out competition.  Only two specially designed four 
persons boat are needed (and one spare) as only eight rounds (four quarter finals, two 
semi finals, 3rd and 4th, and finals) are being sailed over eight days. 

CURRENT POSITION: 
Match racing is not included in the Olympic Programme. 

REASON: 
1. Match racing is the only discipline, which can be sailed worldwide regardless of 

equipment. 
2. Match racing is one of the few truly professional disciplines. 
3. The world’s very best sailors should be at the Olympics. 
4. Match racing is easy to follow for the public. 
5. Match racing is media friendly. 
6. The format of a knock out competition with best of five makes the competition 

less expensive as fewer boats and umpires are needed.  Additionally it makes it 
easier to follow.  

7. Scheduling the race each evening allows competitors to compete in another 
discipline as well. 

8. Scheduling the race each evening at the same time will ensure lots of spectators 
and media. 

9. Using the ISAF Nations Cup finals as the qualifier will add great value not only to 
the ISAF Nations Cup finals but also to the Regional qualifiers of the ISAF 
Nations Cup and more over to the National Championships in Match Racing of 
each nation. 

10. The popularity of Match Racing was proven with the first ISAF Nations Cup when 
over 60 nations participated and each nation was allowed one entry to avoid the 
criticism of a closed circuit. 


